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BASIC COUNTRY INFORMATION

Population (est. in millions) 7.7
Area (sq. km) 110,910
GDP/capita (USD) 6,200
GDP (% of real growth) 5
Unemployment rate (%) 17.7

Average monthly wage (USD) 115*

Inflation rate (%) 10.4

Source: The World Factbook 2001

* National Statistical Bureau
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Administrative Bodies Responsible for Environmental Protection

Ministries
B MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

67 W. Gladstone St.

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel: (359-2) 940-6222, 940-6300
Fax: (359-2) 986-2533

Web: www.moew.govrn.bg

Minister
Dolores Arssenova

Statistics
1999 Budget
12,368 million Bulgarian levs (EUR 6,31 million)

Share of State Budget
0.53 %

Number of Employees
669

History
Date of Establishment
1990

Date Current Structure Established
1999

Establishing Law
1991 Environmental Protection Act (amended 1992)

Ministry’s Previous Name
Committee for Nature Protection to the Council of Ministers

Key Responsibilities

e air pollution abatement, water protection, nature
conservation, environmental risk assessment, noise
abatement, urban ecology and waste management, soil
protection, environmental legislation, environmental
economics, environmental information, environmental
educationand public relations

Key Contacts

Dolores Arssenova, Minister

with responsibility for overseeing the Departments of
Legislation, Strategy on Economic Instruments, Information
and Public Outreach, and the National Fund for the
Protection of Environment

Tel: (359-2) 940-6300

Manoela Georgieva, Deputy Minister

with responsibility for overseeing Water Management and
Regional Environmental Inspectorates

Tel: (359-2) 980-6728, 980-9641

Fathme Iliaz, Deputy Minister

with responsibility for overseeing the Departments of
National Nature Protection Service and Strategy, European
Integration and International Cooperation

Tel: (359-2) 988-1440, 940-6257

Fax: (359-2) 981-6610

Krassimir Dukov, Deputy Minister

with responsibility for the Departments of Mineral Resources
Protection, Geology, Environmental Impact Assessment,
Waste Management and Air Protection

Tel: (359-2) 940-6220, 981-4982

Fax: (359-2) 986-4848

Leontchia Seizova, Secretary General
Tel: (359-2) 980-0905, 940-6360
Fax: (359-2) 981-1185

Note: All persons may be reached at the ministry’s main
address unless otherwise listed.

B NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL FUNDS

National Environmental Protection Fund
(incorporating the National Fund for Projects
in Mountain Regions)

Ministry of Environment and Waters

67 W. Gladstone St.

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel: (359-2) 940-6251

Fax: (359-2) 986-2533

Janet Yaneva, Secretariat of the Fund
and Head of Department

Tel: (359-2) 940-6251

Fax: (359-2) 981-6537

National Trust Ecofund

Dr. Valentin Bossevski, President

61 Shipchenski Prohod Blvd.

1113 Sofia, Bulgaria

Dimitar Nenkov, Executive Director

Tel: (359-2) 973-3816, 973-3818, 973-3637

SUB-NATIONAL STRUCTURES

15 Regional Environmental Inspectorates

Key Responsibilities

e air, water and soil pollution abatement

¢ sampling and laboratory analysis

® waste protection

¢ environmental accidents management

® permitting

¢ control and enforcement of environmental
regulations

B MINISTRY OF HEALTH

Bozhidar Finkov, Minister

5 Sveta Nedelia Square

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel: (359-2) 981-0111, 987-5051
Fax: (359-2) 981-1833, 981-0627

Key Responsibilities
¢ hygiene control; pathology research; food, water and air
quality and the impact of noise on human health

H MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

2A Boulevard Dondukov
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
Vladimir Atanasov, Minister
Tel: (359-2) 987-4951

Fax: (359-2) 988-2485

Key Responsibilities
¢ environmental education and training
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B MINISTRY OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

17-19 Kiril and Metodii Street

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Kostadin Paskalev, Minister

Tel: (359-2) 94-059

Fax: (359-2) 972-2517

Key Responsibilities
¢ water supply and drinking water treatment

¢ construction and maintenance of water treatment plants

Environmental Monitoring

B MINISTRY OF FINANCE

102 Rakovski Street

1040 Sofia, Bulgaria

Milen Velchev, Minister

Tel: (359-2) 9859-2625

Fax: (359-2) 980-6863, 987-0128

Key Responsibilities
e issuing guarantees for environmental project loans

B MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTS

55 Boulevard Christo Botev

1040 Sofia, Bulgaria

Mehmed Dikme, Minister

Tel: (359-2) 951-5816, 9851-1255
Fax: (359-2) 980-6256

Key Responsibilities
e soil protection, conservation and irrigation

Administrative Bodies Responsible for
Environmental Monitoring

B EXECUTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY

136A Tzar Boris Il Str.

1618 Sofia, Bulgaria

Dimitar Vergiev, Director

Atanas Kaimakchiev, Secretary General
Tel: (359-2) 955-9011

Fax: (359-2) 955-9015

Statistics
Number of Employees
115

Languages
English, German, French, Russian

Publications

Local Language

Quarterly Reports on the State of the Environment
Annual Reports on the State of the Environment
English

Summaries

History
Date of Establishment
1999

Establishing Act

Decree No. 214 of the Council of Ministers, 29 November 1999

Monitoring Responsibilities (by sector)
B AR

Executive Environmental Agency
136A Tzar Boris IlI Str.

1618 Sofia, Bulgaria

Valeri Serafimov

Tel: (359-2) 955-9811

Fax: (359-2) 955-9015

Activities
® emission control
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B CLIMATE CHANGE

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

National Institute for Hydrology and Meteorology
66 Blvd. Tzarigradsko Shosse

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel: (359-2) 975-3986

Fax: (359-2) 988-0380

B FORESTS

Executive Environmental Agency
136A Tzar Boris Il Str.

1618 Sofia, Bulgaria

Penka Stoichkova

Tel: (359-2) 955-9811

Fax: (359-2) 955-9015

Activities
e forest ecosystem research

B OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH

National Center for Hygiene and Medical Ecology at the

Ministry of Health

15 Dimitar Nestorov Str.

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Dr. Nikolai Rizov, General Director
Tel: (359-2) 958-1894

Fax: (359-2) 958-1277

H SOIL

Executive Environmental Agency
136A Tzar Boris Il Str.

1618 Sofia, Bulgaria

Valentina Vasileva, Ivanka Todorova
Tel: (359-2) 955-9812

Fax: (359-2) 955-9015

Activities
¢ soil quality monitoring, analysis and forecasting



B WASTE - HOUSEHOLD, INDUSTRIAL, HAZARDOUS

Executive Environmental Agency
136A Tzar Boris Il Str.

1618 Sofia, Bulgaria

Ekaterina Kulisheva

Tel: (359-2) 955-9396

Fax: (359-2) 955-9015

B WATER - RIVERS, LAKES, GROUNDWATER

Executive Environmental Agency
136A Tzar Boris Il Str.

1618 Sofia, Bulgaria

Georgi Mirinchev

Tel: (359-2) 955-9818

Fax: (359-2) 955-9015

Activities
® emissions control

B WILDLIFE, AND NATIONAL PARKS
AND PROTECTED AREAS

National Nature Protection Service
67 W. Gladstone Str.

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Dr. Christo Bojinov, Head

Tel: (359-2) 940-6541

Fax: (359-2) 981-6610

National Forestry Board
55 Hristo Botev Blvd.
Tel: (359-2) 988-1383
Fax: (359-2) 981-3736
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Administrative Bodies Responsible for Public Access to

Environmental Information

H  MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER
DIVISION OF INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

67 W. Gladstone St.
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
Nelly llieva

Tel: (359-2) 940-6299
Fax: (359-2) 981-1385

Publications

Local Language

Annual Statistical Reports
English

Annual Statistical Reports

B EXECUTIVE AGENCY FOR STATISTICS

2 Panajot Volov Street

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Stefan Tsonev, Environment Sector
Tel: (359-2) 9857-2727

Fax: (359-2) 9857-2000

B UNEP INFOTERRA NATIONAL FOCAL POINT

136A Tzar Boris Il Str.
1618 Sofia, Bulgaria
Gergana Dimova

Tel: (359-2) 940-6469
Fax: (359-2) 955-9015

B EXECUTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY
INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

136A Tzar Boris IlI Str.

1618 Sofia, Bulgaria

Rumen Topalov

Tel: (359-2) 955-9798

Fax: (359-2) 955-9015
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Administrative Bodies Responsible
for Enforcement and Control of Environmental Regulations

B MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER B REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
LEGAL DIVISION INSPECTORATES

67 W. Gladstone St. 67 W. Gladstone St.

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Ivan Keremedchiev Leontchia Seizova, Secretary General

Tel: (359-2) 940-6205 Tel: (359-2) 980-0905, 940-6360

Fax: (359-2) 940-6224 Fax: (359-2) 981-1185
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