| Fact sheet

Title of the process

Hungary:
Szentgal Regional Landfill

Type of procedure

[0 Mediation procedure [0 Procedure including mediation
elements

V Other procedure facilitated negotiation .......................

Topicarea

[J Urban and land use planning [J Water management/supply and
distribution

V Waste management [J Industry, trade, enterprises

[ Power industry [J Telecommunications

[ Traffic, transportation [J General environmental policies (genetic
engineering, nuclear policy, etc.)

[J Nature conservation [J Neighborhood conflict

[J Tourism LJOther: .o

I nitiator (s)

* EMLA (Environmental Management and Law Association, Kornyezeti
Management es Jog Egyesulet)

« HUMUSZ (Waste Working Group, Hulladek M unkaszovetseg)

Short description of the case

Waste disposal problems faced by Hungary around the date of EU accession necessitated
the creation of a renewed solid waste disposal system in the country. As part of this
system, new landfills were planned and permitted at numerous locations, including the
village of Szentgal. The Northern Lake Balaton Regional Waste Disposal Facility was to
be built near Szentgal and was granted an environmental permit by the Regional
Environmental Inspectorate in April 2004.

Three neighbouring settlements, the town of Herend and the villages of Csehbanya and
Varoslod opposed the siting. Both appealed through the administrative procedure and
filed a lawsuit at the county court against the permit of the landfill. EMLA and HUMUSZ
initiated a facilitated negotiation among the stakeholders, i.e. the project developer and
those interested in the realisation of the landfill, the opposing municipalities, the Ministry
of Environment, the Regional Environmental Inspectorate, and the local NGOs. The
facilitated negotiation took place in the village of Szentgal on June 17, 2004. No
agreement was reached among the stakeholders during the meeting. The landfill has not



been built yet, nor has the preparatory work begun, and a court case against the permit of
the landfill is still pending in the county court.

Parties and other participants

» project developer: the town of Veszprem

* municipality of the planned location: the village of Szentgal (approx. 2,500
inhabitants)

* beneficiary municipalities: 160

» affected population: 305,000

» opposing municipalities: the town of Herend, the village of Csehbanya and
the village of Varoslod

» co-financing partner: EU ISPA Programme

» coordinator of ISPA grants: the Ministry of Environment Directorate General
of Development

» author of the environmental impact statement: Okohydro Ltd.

» environmental authority: Regional Environmental Inspectorate

* independent expert: MAFI (Hungarian State Geological Institute)

* expert NGOs: EMLA, HUMUSZ

* local NGOs: Clean Spring Association of Szentgal, Anglers Association of
Herend

» locals (approx. 5) of the village of Szentgal

Client/financial sponsor

Financing of the landfill: EU ISPA Programme (50 percent), Government of Hungary (40
percent), consortium of participating municipalities (10 percent)

Financing the facilitated negotiation: EU Phare Micro Programme

Procedural guidance

Laszlo Szilagyi (HUMUSZ) on the facilitated negotiation
dr. CsabaKiss (EMLA) on the permitting procedure

Geographic dimension

I local V regional [0 state-wide
O international 0 EU-wide

Status of process

V concluded O inexecution

Start, end, duration of the process (if still in execution: estimated end)

The call for the negotiation meeting was sent out to the stakeholders in mid-Spring 2004
and the meeting of the stakeholders took place on June 17, 2004. Judicial procedures
against the permit decision are ongoing.



