Bosnia and Herzegovina * Bosna i Hercegovina

Assistance in Implementing the Aarhus Convention
Pomoc u implementaciji Arhuske Konvencije

REGIONALNI CENTAR ZA OKOLIS
za centralnu i isto¢nu Evropu




BACKGROUND

Bosnia and Herzegovina participated in the Aarhus Conference in June 1998, but the
national delegation had no mandate to sign the Aarhus Convention. However, the
country has taken many steps to fulfil its standards and rules. The project
Support Developing Strategies for Implementation for the Aarhus
Convention in South Eastern Europe implemented by the Regional
Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe addressed
the needs and priorities for improvements.

e Establishment of the Aarhus Working Group: With the support of NGOs, this
working group initiated official procedures for ratifying the convention with the
approval of the Environmental Steering Committee. The group prepared explanatory
notes on needs and capabilities for the ratification.

e National workshop for authorities and NGOs on sustainable development: This work-
shop in Sarajevo in February 2003 resulted in the signing of a petition by 30 NGO rep-
resentatives in support of ratification.

e Training NGOs to prepare Aarhus-related project proposals: One outcome was a pro-
posal prepared by the NGO Eco-City Group that garnered financial support and was
successfully implemented.

e Three trainings for selected municipal officials: More than 60 municipalities benefited
from three training modules on the three pillars of the convention.

e Training for NGOs on implementing the convention: Two sessions involving 50 NGO
representatives focused on how the convention works in practice.
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e Training on access to justice: Training was given to judges, prosecutors and officials
|:| or acceded to it.

e Local language handbook on the Aarhus Convention in practice: The publication pro-
vided general information on the Aarhus Convention as well as on the legal framework

of BiH’s two entities and the Brcko District. (Note: not all countries of the
UNECE region are shown.)

e NGO webpage: NGOs established a webpage <www.ekomrezabih.net/aarhus> devot-
ed to the Aarhus Convention in BiH.

e NGO campaign for ratification: NGOs organised a campaign in several cities highlight-
ing the benefits of the convention in everyday life.

e Study tour for NGOs: NGO representatives visited Hungary to see how its NGOs were
implementing Aarhus principles and to establish contacts.

ACHIEVEMENTS AND FUTURE REQUIREMENTS

The major accomplishments and remaining work in the convention’s implementation can
be found in the national implementation strategy.

e National legislation: The two entities in Bosnia and Herzegovina have adopted new
environmental legislation that meets most Aarhus provisions. Secondary legislation is
needed, however.

e Institutional Framework: Bosnia and Herzegovina is a decentralised country, with a
strong division of authorities and critical roles assigned to the lower units, or entities, in
implementation of environmental policy. To solve this problem, BiH began a feasibility
study on the establishment of an environmental agency at the state level.

e Capacity building at the municipal level: Because most requirements of the convention
should be exercised at the local level, there is a need for institutional strengthening —
in both technical and personnel terms.

e Capacity building at the cantonal and entity levels: There remains a large need for
capacity building and institutional strengthening at these levels. Entity ministries are
establishing information centres to assist in this work.

e Judicial system: A great deal of training is needed to close the knowledge gap regarding
citizens’ right to access to justice.



e Business: The economy is still recovering from the recent period of war, and thus envi-
ronmental issues are not the chief concern of businesses. To improve the situation, a
more active approach to the business sector is needed.

e NGOs: The Aarhus website that NGOs established might be used for wider dissemina-
tion of the information, not only within NGO community, but also among other stake-
holders in BiH.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES

e The ratification process will continue and activities by different stakeholders will be
synchronised.

e Capacity building will continue on more practical issues related to the implementation
of the convention.

e The NGO community should develop into a powerful, recognised force.

e Secondary legislation should be developed to provide solid grounds for practical imple-
mentation of the convention.

e Businesses should assume a more visible role in the promotion of good practices.

POZADINA

Zemlje koje su potpisale Bosna i Hercegovina je uéestvovala na Konferenciji u Aarhusu u junu 1998. godine, ali nacionalna

Arhusku Konvenciju delegacija nije imala mandat da potpiSe Aarhusku Konvenciju. Ipak, Bosna i Hercegovina je pre-
duzela mnoge korake radi ispunjavanja njenih standarda i pravila. Projekat “Podrska za Izradu
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AKTIVNOSTI

* Uspostavljanje Aarhuske radne grupe
Uz podrtku nevladinih organizacija (NVO), ova radna grupa je inicirala zvani¢ne procedure
radi ratifikacije Konvencije uz podr$ku Koordinacionog odbora za okoli§/Zivotnu sredinu.
Grupa je pripremila tekst koji objasnjava potrebe 1 moguénosti za ratifikacijom.

e Nacionalni seminar za predstavnike vlasti i NVO o odrZivom razvoju Ovaj
seminar, odrzan u Sarajevu februara 2003. godine, rezultirao je potpisivanjem peticije od strane
predstavnika 30 NVO-a u smislu podrske ratifikaciji

e Trening za NVO radi pripreme projektnih prijedloga vezanih za Aarhusku
Konvenciju Rezultat je bio prijedlog NVO “Eco City Group” kojem je odobrena finansijska
podrska 1 koji je uspjesno implementiran.

e Tri treninga za predstavnike lokalnih vlasti
Vise od 60 predstavnika opstina je ulestvovalo na tri treninga
o tri osnovna stuba Konvencije.

e Trening za NVO u smislu primjene Konvencije
Dva treninga, u koja je bilo uklju¢eno preko 50
predstavnika NVO, su bila fokusirana na to kako Konvencija
funkcionide u praksi.

* Trening o pristupu pravosudu
Traning je odrzan za sudije, tuZioce 1 predstavnike
Ministarstava pravde u novembru 2003. godine o
tre¢em stubu Konvencije.

e Priru¢nik o Aarhuskoj Konvenciji u praksi na
lokalnim jezicima Priru¢nik pruZa osnovne informa-
cije o Aarhuskoj Konvenciji, kao i o pravnom okviru
BiH entiteta 1 distrikta Brcko.



e NVO web stranica NVO su osnovale web stranicu <www.ekomrezabih.net/arhus> o Aahuskoj Konvenciju u BiH.

e Kampanja NVO-a za ratifikaciju NVO su organizovale kampanju u nekoliko gradova
naglasavaju¢i koristi Konvencije u svakodnevnom Zivotu.

e Studijsko putovanje predstavnika NVO-a Predstavnici NVO-a su posjetili Madarsku da vide kako madarske
NVO primjenjuju principe Aarhuske Konvencije, 1 ujedno da uspostave kontakte.

DOSTIGNUCA | BUDUCE PREPORUKE

Glanvo dostignuce i preostali rad u primjeni Konvencije moZe se prepoznati u nacionalnoj implementacionoj
strategiji.

Nacionalna legislativa: Dva entiteta u Bosni i Hercegovini su usvojili nove zakone u oblasti
zivotne sredine/okolisa u koje je ugraden veéi dio odredbi Konvencije. Ipak, neophodno je
izraditi 1 podzakonska akta.

Institucionalni okvir: Bosna i Hercegovina je decentralizovana zemlja, sa jakom podjelom vlasti i klju¢nom ulo-
gom dodjeljenom nizim jedinicama, ili entitetima, u primjeni politike u oblasti

zivotne sredine/okolisa. Radi rijeSavanja ovog problema BiH je otpocela izradu studije izvodljivosti uspostavljanja
Agencije za Zivotnu sredinu/okoli§ na drZavnom nivou.

e Izgradnja kapaciteta na opstinskom nivou: Kako se ve¢ina zahtijeva Konvencije primjenjuje na
opstinskom/lokalnom nivou, postoji potreba za institucionalnim jacanjem, kako tehni¢kim tako i personal-
nim.

* Izgradnja kapaciteta na nivou kantona i entiteta: Neprestano institucionalno jacanje i
izgradnja kapaciteta je neophodno. Entitetska ministarstva uspostavljaju informacione
centre, koji ¢e pomo¢i u njihovom radu.

e Pravosudni sistem: Mnogo treninga je potrebno da se prevazide praznina u poznavanju gradanskih prava na
pristup pravosudu..

e DPrivreda: Privreda se jo$ uvijek oporavlja od posljedica rata, te radi tog pitanja iz oblasti
Zivotne sredine/okolisa nisu glavna briga privrede. Radi pobolj$anja ove situacije, potreban je mnogo aktivniji
pristup sektoru privrede.

*  NVO: Web stranica o Aarhuskoj Konvenciji koju su uspostavile NVO, moze biti upotrebljena za $iru dis-
tribuciju informacija, ne samo u okviru NVO zajednice, nego takode medu ostalim zainteresovanim strana-
ma u BiH.

AKTIVNOSTI KOJE SLIJEDE

e Proces ratifikacije e se nastaviti 1 aktivnosti medu razli¢itim zainteresovanim stranama e biti
sinhronizovane.

* Izgradnja kapaciteta ¢e se bazirati na viSe prakti¢nim pitanjima koja
se odnose na implementaciju Konvencije.

e NVO zajednica treba da se razvije u snaznu, prepoznatljivu snagu.

e DPodzakonska akta treba da se izrade, tako da obezbjede dobru podlogu za prak-

ti¢nu primjenu Konvencije.

e Privreda treba da preuzme vidljiviju ulogu u promovisanju dobrih praksi/iskustava.




