Bulgaria ¢ bunrapus

Assistance in Implementing the Aarhus Convention
Canetcmesue npu usnsiiHeHue Ha Opxyckama KoHseHyus

PETMOHAAHUAT EKOAOTMYEH LIEHTBHP
3a Llenmpaana u Vismouna EBpona




BACKGROUND

Bulgaria signed the Aarhus Convention during the fourth Environment for Europe ministerial
conference in June 1998. The convention was ratified by the national assembly on October 2,

2003 but is not yet part of the Bulgarian legislation.

The project Support Developing Strategies for Implementation of the

Aarhus Convention in South Eastern Europe addressed the need, as
cited by governments and NGOs, for improvements to the conven-
tion’s implementation on legal, institutional and practical levels. A
work plan was prepared and adopted based on the needs assessment.

MAIN ACTIVITIES

A draft analysis was prepared on needs related to the ratification and implementation
of the convention.

An inter-ministerial working group was established.

A strategy and action plan were developed.

Seminars were held for civil servants on practical issues related to the convention.
Training on implementation of the convention was given to 60 officials.

A webpage was developed on the convention and linked to the website of the Ministry
of Environment and Water.

Seminars were held for NGOs on issues related to implementing the convention.
Workshops on the three convention pillars were held for 50 NGO representatives.

The Implementation Guide for the Aarhus Convention was published for officials and a
brochure was printed for NGOs.

MAIN FINDINGS OF THE STRATEGY

Legal framework

It is necessary to harmonise the Environmental Protection Act with the Public
Information Act to iron out discrepancies.

The government must identify necessary measures for full compliance of Bulgarian
legislation with the Aarhus Convention.

Access to information

Funds must be allocated to purchase equipment to collect and distribute environmental
information to the public.

A national portal needs to be created for environmental information, public information
centres and webpages.

Criteria for declaring information “classified” must be elaborated, and measures should
be recommended on how to resolve the issue at both the local and national levels.

Public participation

A requirement for public participation in decision making must be inserted into the
Environmental Protection Act.

Possibilities should be explored on giving support to environmental NGOs so that they
can participate in decision making.

Mechanisms should be developed for public participation in environmental
decision-making processes other than environmental impact assessment and permitting.

The procedures for participation under articles 6, 7, and 8 of the convention should be
distinguished, and new procedures for adoption should be identified.

Access to justice

Possibilities should be explored on how to decrease court fees for NGOs and citizens to
overcome the serious barrier of high court fees.




MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS
e The project contributed greatly to the ratification of the Aarhus Convention.

e A coalition of NGOs was formed which will make for a stricter implementation of
existing legislation in accordance with the convention.

e An inter-ministerial working group was formed to develop a strategy for
implementation of the Aarhus Convention.

e A strategy and action plan was drafted for implementing the Aarhus Convention.
e Support was given for the establishment of information centres.

e Two publications were produced: an Implementation Guide for the Aarhus Convention
and a brochure for NGOs.

e Two municipal pilot projects were launched on public participation in decision making.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES

e A strategy for implementing the Aarhus Convention will be incorporated into
the National Environmental Strategy.

e Inter-ministerial working group activities will be continued.
e National legislation will be updated to achieve full compliance with the convention.
e Pilot projects will be developed to build municipal capacity for implementing the convention.

e Governmental support will be given to NGOs to ensure their participation in the
processes of implementation.

MNPEANCTOPUA

Brnrapua nopnuca OpxyckaTa KOHBeHLMA 110 BpeMe Ha Bropara munucTepcka koHpepeHLys
“Oxonna cpena 3a Espona” nipes tonn 1998 ronuxa. HaponHoTto cwbpanve paruduumpa
Konpenumsara Ha 2 oxromspu 2003 ronmua, HO TA BCE Ole HE € UacT OT OBIrapckoTo
3aKOHOIATEJICTBO.

IpoexrsT REReP 2.2 “Paspaborsate Ha cTparerny 3a npwiaraHe Ha OpXycKaTa KOHBEHLNS

ce oTHacslIe 0O MO-(pyHOAMEHTATIHV HY>KIM, [IOCOUEHN OT IIPaBUTEIICTBEHN U HEIIPEBATWIICTBEHN
IPENCTaBUTENN, KOUTO T0VCKaxa Mo-106po rnpuiaraHe Ha KoHBeHLMsTa Ha 3aKOHOIATEIHO,
VHCTUTYLMOHATIHO ¥ TIPAKTUUECKO HMBO. Bb3 OCHOBA Ha OlleHKaTa Ha HyXXOWTe Gelle MOAroTBeH
VI TIpUeT IUIaH 3a HeCTBHE.

OCHOBHU OENHOCTU

e DBe nmoprorsen aHanm3 Ha HY>KOMTE, CBbP3aH C PAaTUUKALMATA U UBITBIHEHETO
na Konpenrmsra.

e De cp3nameHa Me>XXOyBeOOMCTBeHa paboTHa rpyra.
e DbBsxa paspabotenn Crparerns n [Tnan 3a meiictaue.

e Dbaxa OpraHM3paHn CEMMHAPU 3a MPEOCTABUTEIIN Ha MHCTUTYLMUTE IO BBIIPOCH,
CBBP3aHN C KOHBCHI_IVI}[Ta.

e IllecTmecer mbp>KaBHM CITysKUTENM Osixa oOyueHN 3a IpilaraHe Ha
Kongsenusra.

e DBemre nspaborena VarepHer crpannia Ha Konsenmsira
B PaMKUTe Ha OPULIMATHMA CaliiT Ha MUHICTepCTBOTO Ha
OKOJIHATa Cpeda M BOOMTE.

e DBsxa opranmsupanu cemyHapu 3a npencrasurerm Ha HITO
I10 BBIIPOCH, CBBP3aHN C MpularaHeTo Ha KonseHLsTa.

*  DBeue mzpaneno PrroBomcTBo 3a mputarane Ha Opxyckara
KOHBEHLIMA 32 IbPKaBHUTE CITY>KUTEN 1 Gpolypa 3a
HETIPABUTEJICTBEHNUTE OPraHM3aLMi 1 32 TPAKIAHNUTE.




OCHOBHMU PE3YJITATU OT PABPABOTBAHETO HA CTPATETUATA

3akoHOBa pamMka
e Heo6xommo e ma ce xapmounnsupa 300C cve 3OON.

e IIpasurencTBoTo TpsbBa fa HabesieXku MEPKU 3a TIPUBEKOaHE HA GBIrapCKOTO 3aKOHOHATEIICTBO
B choTBeTCTBUE ¢ KOHBEHIMsATA.

Hoctbn oo nHgpopmauns
e Tpsbsa ma 6boaT ocurypeHn CpencTBa 3a 3aKylyBaHe Ha o6opymBaHe 3a CbOMpaHe M PaslpOCTpPaHeHe
Ha yHGOpPMaLM 32 OKOJIHATA Cpefa.

e Tpsabsa ma 6boe chb3mameH HalLMOHaJIeH MOPTaT 3a MHGOPMALM 32 OKOJIHATA CPea, KakTo M OBL{eCTBeHN
MHGOPMALIMIOHHN LIEHTPOBE U yeb-CTPaHULIN.

e Tpsbsa na 6GbaaT U3paboOTEHN ACHM KPUTEPUM 3a ONpefesiiHe Ha “iacuduuypanara’ nHoOpMaLms 1 aa
Ce MPEeIOKaT MEPKM 32 Pa3pellaBaHe Ha TO3U IIPOOIeM.

YuacTtme Ha obLLeCTBEHOCTTA

e B 300C rpsb6Ba na 6bmaT BKITIOUEHN M3VCKBAHNS 33 yUaCTVe Ha OOLIECTBEHOCTTA B IIPOLIECa Ha B3VIMaHe
Ha peLIeHV.

e Tp;[6Ba ma Obpoar pasrienaHy BbAMOKHOCTUTE 3a IMOAKpPeEria Ha HHO, Taka 4ye€ Oa Morat ga y4dacrTsar
B IIpoLieCa Ha B3VMIMaHE Ha PELIECHNA ITO BBIIPOCU Ha OKOJIHaTa Cpena.

e Tpsbea ma 6bmaT pa3paboTeHM 1 OPYIV MEXaHM3MU 3a YUaCTHE Ha OOLIECTBEHOCTTAa OCBEH IPOLenypara o
OBOC 1 no nsmaBaHe Ha KOMIUIEKCHM Pa3peLnTEITHN.

* Tlporenypure 3a obuecTeHO yuacTue 1o uieHose 6,7 u 8 ot Konsenumara Tpabsa na 6smar
PasrpaHndeHy, KakTo U Ja ce pa3paboTAT OPYrv HOBU MPOLEOyPHUL.

Hoctbn oo npasocbaue
* TpabGsa ma ce pasryemaT BB3MOXKHOCTY 3a TOBA KAK YBEJMUEHMETO Ha ChOEOHMUTE TaKCK Ha He BL3IIPEIATCTBA
HITO u rpaxkmanuTe ma ce 06pPBIIAT KbM ChIA.

OCHOBHU NMOCTNXXEHUA

g HpOCKT'bT VIMa 3HAQUUTEJIEH IIPUHOC 3a paTV[q)VIKaLIV[S[Ta Ha KOHBCHHVIXTQ.

e DBeme cp3mapena xoamms ot HITO, xosTo 1me criemy 3a CTPUKTHOTO CIia3BaHEe Ha 3aKOHOHATEIICTBOTO,
cBpp3aHo ¢ Konsennmsra.

e DBewute chamamena MesKIyBeIOMCTBeHa paboTHa rpyrna 1o pazpaborsaHero Ha Crparerns 3a npuiarate
na Konsenumsra.

e DBewute pazpaboren paboren BapuanT Ha Crparerms u [Tnan 3a meiicTsue 3a npwiaraHe Ha Konsenumsra.
e Jlapena Ge mopkperia 3a Ch3OaBaHETO Ha MH(MOPMALIMOHHM LIEHTPOBE.
e Daxa peamsmpanm OBe m3maHuA: PekoBomcTBO 3a mpuiaradHe un 6pourypa 3a KonseHmmara.

e bsaxa peamM3npaH Osa OOLLMHCKY TTIOTHU IIPOEKTA, ITOCBETEHM Ha YYACTMETO Ha 0OIIIeCTBEHOCTTA B
poneca Ha B3VMIMaHE Ha PeLICHVA.

NMPOABITKEHUE

° CTpaTerm{Ta 3a IIpwlaraHe Ha KOHBCHLIV[HT& e 6bae BKIIFOUEHA B HaHV[OHaHHaTa
CTpaTeryd 3a OKOJIHATa cpena.

e [leitHoCTTa Ha MEXKIYBENOMCTBEHATa PabOTHA IPyIa Ile IPOIBIIKM.

e Ha]_lVIOHaJ'IHOTO 3aKOHOMATEJICTBO Iile Obae TIPOMEHEHO, 3a Ha Ce INOCTUTHE IThJIHO
CBOTBETCTBUE C KOHBeHLIVISITa.

. ]_LIC 6bOar p33p360TCHVI MUITOTHU IPOEKTY, 32 Oa C€ IMOBMIIN MHCTUTYLUVMOHATHUAT
KarammTeT Ha OOIIMHCKO HUBO.

e Ille 6bme ocurypeHa npasurerncrseHa romkpera 3a HITO, 3a na morar ma yuactsar
B Ipoleca Ha npuiarane Ha KoHseHLmsTa.




