Kosovo ¢ Kosova

Assistance in Implementing the Aarhus Convention
Ndihmeséné implementimin e Konventés sé Aarhusit

QENDRA RAJONALE E MJEDISIT
pér Evropén Qendrore dhe Lindore




BACKGROUND

Since June 1999, the United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) has governed the entity
of Kosovo, and has established all of its institutions. In May 2000, the Department
of Environment was established and assumed responsibility for all environ-
mental tasks, including policy making, law drafting and setting priori-
ties for the sustainable development of Kosovo. In March 2002, the
Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning (MESP) was established,
and at the beginning of 2003 the Environmental Protection Law was
approved. The twin principles of the Aarhus Convention were codi-
fied in the protection law (right to access to information and access to
justice). Due to the undetermined political status of Kosovo, the Aarhus
Convention was not and cannot be signed.

MAIN ACTIVITIES

Due to the specific conditions surrounding Kosovo, the project Support Developing Strategy for
Implementation of the Aarhus Convention in South Eastern Europe had different goals than
elsewhere in the region. The project mainly focused on informing local authorities, NGOs and
the Ministry of Environment about the convention. The main project activities included:

e A report on the needs of local authorities and local NGOs on public participation and
the Aarhus Convention sought to clarify the needs of these stakeholders concerning
their roles as sources of public information, and as facilitators of public participation
and (potentially) implementation of the Aarhus Convention. An extensive feasibility
study was performed.

e Three capacity building workshops on the Aarhus Convention were organised for both
the Albanian and Serbian communities in Kosovo, with the participation of 80 people
representing different stakeholders from local authorities and the NGO sector. The
workshops focused on public participation and the Aarhus Convention, access to infor-
mation, access to decision making, creating a more effective environmental civil socie-
ty, initiating cooperation between local authorities and environmental NGOs, prepara-
tion of strategies and finalisation of the action plans for local authorities.
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or acceded to it.
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(Note: not all countries of the
UNECE region are shown.)

MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS
e The Aarhus Convention principles were introduced to all stakeholders.
e Cooperation was initiated between local authorities and NGOs.

e Through promotion of the Aarhus Convention principles, the public was empowered to
be more involved in decision making.

e Local environmental action plans (LEAPs) were prepared for six municipalities with
Aarhus principles in mind. Four of the municipalities managed to prepare fully for the
LEAP process.

e MAR, an environmental NGO, began implementing several public participation activi-
ties including a workshop that led to the formation of the Aarhus Convention Coalition.
The coalition has representatives from all relevant environmental NGOs, and its pur-
pose is to lobby local authorities to speed up the process of ratification of the Aarhus
Convention in Kosovo.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES

Short-term priorities are to:

e continue working with the Aarhus Convention Coalition in preparations of an action plan;

e continue campaigning for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention through the
preparation of guides, brochures, handbooks and posters;

e begin concrete activities with the NGO sector in implementation of the
Aarhus Convention;

e develop a web portal for the Aarhus Convention in Kosovo; and



e train the Parliamentary Commission of Environment and Spatial Planning on the Aarhus
Convention.

Mid-term priorities are to:

e establish cooperation between the Aarhus Convention Coalition and the MESP through
monthly meetings on the Environmental Protection Law; and

e work closely with local authorities in public participation projects.
Long-term priorities are to:

e ratify the Aarhus Convention in Kosovo; and

e fully implement Aarhus Convention provisions in Kosovo.

HISTORIK

Qé nga qgershori 1999, Misioni i Kombeve té Bashkuara né Kosové (UNMIK) ka geverisur
me Kosovén, gjaté sé cilés kohé u themeluan edhe té gjitha institucionet. Né maj 2000 u
themelua Departamenti i Mjedisit qé ishte pérgjegjés pér té gjitha ¢éshtjet mjedisore, si
politkébérja, legjislacioni mjedisor dhe pércaktimi i prioriteteve pér zhvillim té
géndrueshém né Kosové. Né mars 2002 u themelua Ministria e Mjedisit dhe Planifikimit
Hapésinor, ndérsa ligji pér mbrojtjen e mjedisit u aprovua né fillimin té 2003-tés, né té cilén
u pérfshiné dy parimet e Konventés s¢ Aarhusit (e drejta e gasjes né informacion dhe
drejtési). Pér shkak té staustit té pa identifikuar politik t€ Kosovés, veté Konventa e
Aarhusit nuk éshté dhe nuk mund té nénshkruhet.

AKTIVITETET KRYESORE

Pér shkak té kushteve specifike né Kosové, projekti “Mbéshtetja e zhvillimit té strategjisé pér
implementimin e Konventés s¢ Aarhusit* pat géllime té tjera nga ato té shteteve né regjion.
Projekti kryesisht u fokususa né informimin e autoriteteve lokale, Ministrisé s¢ Mjedisit dhe
0OJQ-té né lidhje me Konventén e Aaurhusit. Aktivitetet kryesore té projektit ishin:

e Raportimi mbi nevojat e autoriteteve lokale dhe OJQ-ve lokale mbi pjesémarrjen e
publikut dhe Konventén e Aarhusit

Ky dokument kishte pér géllim té qartésohojé nevojat e rol-luajtésve né lidhje me rolin
e tyre si burime aktive t€ informimit publik, pjesémarrjen, si dhe implementimin
eventual t¢ Konventés s¢ Aaurhusit. Njé studim i gjeré i realizueshmérisé u krye

né kuadér té késaj.

e Tri takime punuese t€ organizuara mbi ndértimin e kapaciteteve né lidhje me
Konventén e Aaurhusit né EQL

Kéto u organizuan né komunitetin shqiptar si dhe serb né Kosové, ku morrén pjesé

80 pjesémarrés nga té dyja komunitetet pérfagésues té rol-luajtésve té ndryshém nga
autoritetet lokale dhe OJQ-té. Takimi i punés u pérgéndrua né pjesémarrjen

publike dhe Konventén e Aarhusit, gasjen né informata, gasjen né
vendim-marrje, krijimin e njé shoqgérie mé efikase civile mjedisore,
inicimi i bashképunimit né mes t€ autoriteteve lokale dhe - :
0OJQ-ve mjedisore, inicimin e pjesémarrjes publike né ; s
vendim-marrje, pjesémarrja publike né praktikeé, =
pérgatitja e strategjive pér veprim, si dhe finalizimi
i planit té veprimit.




ARRITJET KRYESORE

U prezantuan parimet ¢ Konventés sé Aarhusit pér pjesémarrésit
U inicua bashképunimi né mes té autoriteteve lokale dhe OJQ-ve

Népérmes promovimit té parimeve té Konventés s¢ Aarhusit i pérfshirja e publikut né vendimmarrje
u pérforcua.

U pregatitén planet pér veprime mjedisore (LEAP) né gjashté komuna. Katér prej kétyre komunave u
aftésuan pér té inicuar procesin e LEAP-it.

0OJQ-ja mjedisore “MAR” ka filluar implementimin e pjesémarrjes s¢ publikut me disa aktivitete,
pérfshiré njé takim pune mbi “Konventén e Aarhusit”, qé ¢oi né krijimin e Koalicionit pér
Konventén e Aarhusit. Koalicioni pérbéhet nga t¢ gjitha OJQ-té pérkatése mjedisore, me géllim
té lobimit té autoriteteve lokale pér pérshpejtimin e procesit té ratifikimit t¢ Konventés sé
Aarhusit né Kosové.

AKTIVITETET E METEJME

Prioritetet afatshkurte jané:

Vazhdimi i punés me Koalicionin e Konventés sé Aaurhusit né pérgatitjen e planit té veprimit.

Vazhdimi i fushatés pér implementimin e Konventés s¢ Aaurhusit me ané publikimit t& udhézimeve,
broshurave, fletushkave informative dhe posterave.

Fillimi i aktiviteteve konkrete me OJQ-té pér implementimin e Konventés sé Aaurhusit.
Zhvillimi i njé fageje té internetit pér Konventén e Aaurhusit né Kosové.

Trajnimi i Komisionit Parlamentar pér Mjedis dhe Planifikim Hapésinor mbi Konventén e Aarhusit.

Prioritetet afatmesme jané:

themelimi i bashképunimit né mes té Koalicionit t&¢ Konventés s¢ Aarhusit dhe MMPH-sé€, me
ané té takimeve mujore mbi ligjin pér mbrojtjen e mjedisit; dhe

té punuarit ngushté me autoritetet lokale né projektet specifike té pjesémarrjes sé publikut.

Prioritetet afatgjate jané:

Ratifikimi i KA-sé né Kosové.

Implementimi i ploté e dispozitave t& KA-sé né Kosové.




