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BACKGROUND
FYR Macedonia ratified the Aarhus Convention in 1999, with the adoption of the ratifying
law by Parliament on July 1. 

The project Support Developing Strategies for Implementation of the Aarhus
Convention in South Eastern Europe consists of governmental and NGO

activities that were selected according to a needs assessment. This 
document called for improvements to the implementation of the 
convention and introductory training about Aarhus Convention provi-
sions with a focus on the situation in FYR Macedonia. Based on its
findings, a work plan was prepared and adopted. 

MAIN ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS
• Establishment of the inter-ministerial working group: Representatives of all the relevant

ministries and government institutions formed a working group for the implementation
of the convention. They held four meetings to identify priorities and prepare a work
plan and strategy. 

• Training: Several training sessions were organised, three of them for environmental
NGOs, one for officials from local governments, one for legal professionals and one for
people working in governmental agencies. 

• National meeting: More than 50 stakeholder representatives who had already attended
introductory trainings gathered for a countrywide meeting.

• Strategy and implementation plan: Priorities for the strategy and the implementation
plan were set during inter-ministerial meetings. A team of experts conducted studies
and gave recommendations for activities related to legislation, institutional improve-
ments, information dissemination and training. 

• Implementation manuals: Two guides on how to implement the convention were creat-
ed, one for citizens and one for governmental authorities.

• Awareness raising: The combined work raised awareness levels among both the public
and key stakeholders.

MAIN FINDINGS OF THE STRATEGY
• Legal framework: Most environmental regulations are declarative rather than impera-

tive. It is important to amend legislation to fulfil the requirements of articles 4, 5, 6, 7
and 8 of the Aarhus Convention and put in place concrete procedures.

• Institutional framework: Areas of responsibility among institutions are poorly defined,
particularly concerning the collection and distribution of environmental information. It
is necessary to divide tasks and responsibilities, as well as harmonise goals and
methodologies. Municipal authorities lack the capacity to take over tasks on
responsibilities as prescribed in the new law on local governments.

• Capacity building on access to information: There are no clear criteria for what 
constitutes a public record and what can be kept classified. It is necessary to strengthen
the capacities of institutions that are responsible for planning, organising and managing
systems of collection and distribution of environmental information.

• Capacity building on public participation in decision making: There is a lack of
expertise in managing and improving the process of public participation. It is 
necessary to improve the capacities of officials and NGOs to build trust between
the government and citizens. Citizens must be motivated to participate in the deci-
sion-making process.

• Capacity building on access to justice: It is necessary to strengthen the capacity of judges,
prosecutors and legal professionals on one side, and citizens and NGOs on the other, so
that justice in environmental matters can be accessed more easily and efficiently.

Countries that have signed
the Aarhus Convention.

Countries that have ratified
or acceded to it.

(Note: not all countries of the
UNECE region are shown.)



FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES
The project team plans work that will help:

• continuously raise awareness of the challenges and obligations of the Aarhus
Convention;

• change the legal framework so that it will approximate obligations arising from articles
4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 of the convention;

• strengthen the capacity of the information centre of the country’s environmental
ministry, including the development of proper software;

• establish a mechanism for collecting environmental information from institutions with
responsibility for environmental matters so that this data is publicly accessible through
the Macedonian Environmental Information Centre; and

• see that, in each local government, someone is made responsible for environmental
information dissemination.

ISTORIJAT

R. Makedonija ja ratifikuva{e Arhuskata Konvencija vo 1999 godina, so 

usvojuvaweto na Zakonot za ratifikacija od strana na Republi~koto Sobranie na 1

Juli. Soop{tenieto za Zakonot be{e oficijalno objaveno vo Slu`ben vesnik na R.

Makedonija br. 40/99 na 6 Juli, 1999 godina.

Prvata aktivnost vo proektot “ Podr{ka za razvivawe na strategija za imple-

mentacija na Arhuskata Konvencija ( REReP 2.2)” be{e izrabotka na dokumentot za

procenka na sostojbata koj se odnesuva na potrebite za podobruvawe na 

implementacijata na Konvencijata i vovedni obuki za site op{testveni ~initeli.

Vrz baza na ovie potrebi, be{e usvoen plan za rabota. 

GLAVNI AKTIVNOSTI I DOSTIGNUVAWA
• Formirawe na Interministerska rabotna grupa: Pretstavnici od site 

relevantni Ministerstva i Vladini institucii ja formiraa grupata zadol`ena

za rabota na implementacija na Konvencijata. Tie odr`aa ~etiri sostanoci za

odreduvawe na prioritetite i podgotvuvawe na raboten plan i strategija. 

• Obuka: Vo periodot od april do oktomvri 2003 godina bea organizirani sedum

obuki za pretstavnicite na: NVOi koi rabotat na poleto na za{tita na

`ivotnata sredina, lokalnata samouprava, i za pravnite lica (sudii i 

pravobraniteli) i edna za vrabotenite vo vladiniot sektor.

• Nacionalen sostanok: Pove}e od 50 pretstavnici na zainteresiranite strani

koi ve}e prisustvuvale na vovednite obuki, se sostanaa na sostanok koj ja

opfati celata Republika. 

• Strategija i plan za implementacija: Prioritetite za strategijata i planot za

implementacija bea postaveni za vreme na interministerskite sredbi. Tim

sostaven od eksperti gi izrabotija studiite i dadoa preporaki za aktivnosti

povrzani so zakonodavstvoto, institucionalnite podobruvawa, razmena na

informacii i obuka.  

• Prira~nik za implementacija: Dva prira~nika za 

implementacija na Konvencijata bea izdadeni, eden za

gra|anite i eden za pretstavnicite na javnata 

administracija.

• Podigawe na svesta: Kombiniranoto deluvawe go

podigna nivoto na svest kaj javnosta i glavnite

op{testveni ~initeli.

Zemji {to ja potpi{ame
Konvencija..

Zemji {to ja ratifiku-
vale konvencijata

(Zabele{ka: ne se poka~ani
site zemji od UNECE
pegconot.)



GLAVNI ZAKLU^OCI NA STRATEGIJATA
• Pravna ramka: Pove}e od Zakonite za `ivotna sredina se pove}e deklarativni otkolku

imperativni. Od golema va`nost e da se podobri legislativata za da se ispolnat barawata od

~lenovite 4, 5, 6, 7 i 8 od Arhuskata Konvencija i da se vospostavat konkretni proceduri.

• Institucionalna ramka: Oblatite na dejstvuvawe na instituciite ne se jasno definirani,

osobeno vo delot {to se odnesuva na sobirawe i distribucija na informaciite za `ivotna

sredina. Neophodno e da se podelat zada~ite i odgovornostite, kako i da se usoglasat

celite i metodologijata. Vrabotenite vo op{tinite imaat nedostatok na kapaciteti za da

gi prevzemat zada~ite koi se propi{ani vo noviot Zakon za lokalni vlasti.

• Gradewe na kapaciteti za Pristap do Informacii: Ne postojat jasni kriteriumi za toa od

{to se sostoi javnata dokumentacija i {to mo`e da bide nedostapno za javnosta kako 

dovrelivo. Neophodno e da se zajaknat kapacitetite na instituciite koi se odgovorni za

planirawe, organizirawe i rakovodewe so sistemite za pribirawe i distribucija na

informaciite od oblasta na `ivotnata sredina. 

• Gradewe na kapacitetite za U~estvo na javnosta vo procesot na donesuvawe na odluki:

Potoi nedostatok na iskustvo vo rakovodewe i podobruvawe na procesot na u~estvo na

javnosta. Potrebno e da se zgolemat kapacitetite na oficijalnite lica i nevladinite 

organizacii za da se izgradi doverba pome|u vladata i gra|anite. Na gra|anite mora da im

se dade motiv da u~estvuvaat vo procesot na donesuvawe na odluki. 

• Gradewe na kapacitetite za Pristap do pravda: Sudskiot proces e mnogu baven i skap za

gra|anite. Neophodno e da se zajaknat kapacitetite na sudiite, obvinitelite i advokatite

od edna strana i gra|anite i NVOi od druga, taka {to pristapot do pravdata vo slu~aite za

`ivotna sredina }e bide polesen i poefikasen.

SLEDNI AKTIVNOSTI
Proektniot tim planira rabota koja }e pomogne vo:

• Postojano podigawe na svesta za predizvicite i obvrskite od Arhuskata Konvencija;

• Promena na pravnata ramka, taka {to }e se procenat obvrskite koi 

proizleguvaat od ~lenovite 4,5, 6, 7 i 8 od Konvencijata;

• Zajaknuvawe na kapacitetite na informativniot centar vo Ministerstvoto za `ivotna sre-

dina vo zemjata, vklu~uvaj}i i kreirawe na soodveten softver;

• Formirawe na mehanizam za sobirawe na informacii od oblasta na `ivotna sredina od

instituciite so odgovornost za pra{awa povrzani so `ivotnata sredina, taka {to ovie

podatoci }e bidat javno dostapni preku Makedonskiot Informativen Centar; i

• Sogleduvawe deka vo sekoja lokalna vlada, treba da postoi nekoj odgovoren za {irewe na

informaciite od oblasta na `ivotnata sredina.


