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Stabilisation and Stabilisation and 
Association Association ProcessProcess

The SAP pursues three aims:The SAP pursues three aims:
–– stabilisation and a swift transition to a stabilisation and a swift transition to a 

market economymarket economy
–– promotion of regional cooperation promotion of regional cooperation 
–– the prospect of EU accessionthe prospect of EU accession



Elements of the SAPElements of the SAP

Stabilisation and Association AgreementsStabilisation and Association Agreements
–– Contractual basis for relationsContractual basis for relations

European PartnershipsEuropean Partnerships
–– Identify priorities (short and medium term)Identify priorities (short and medium term)

National programmes to meet prioritiesNational programmes to meet priorities
Monitoring and Monitoring and reportingreporting
Financial assistance to meet the priorities through Financial assistance to meet the priorities through 
CARDS until 2006CARDS until 2006
Financial assistance Financial assistance fromfrom IPA in 2007IPA in 2007--20132013



Accession to the EUAccession to the EU

Croatia: Croatia: 
-- Negotiations opened in October 2005Negotiations opened in October 2005
-- Screening Screening exerciseexercise underwayunderway
Former Former YugoslavYugoslav RepublicRepublic of of MacedoniaMacedonia::
-- Candidate Candidate statusstatus grantedgranted in in DecemberDecember
20052005
-- NegotiationsNegotiations not not openedopened yetyet: report on : report on 
country situation due in country situation due in NovemberNovember



Stabilisation and Association Stabilisation and Association 
Agreements Agreements 

Croatian SAA in force since February 2005Croatian SAA in force since February 2005
Macedonian SAA in force since April 2004Macedonian SAA in force since April 2004
Albanian SAA signed in June 2006Albanian SAA signed in June 2006
NegotiationsNegotiations withwith BosniaBosnia and and HerzegovinaHerzegovina
ongoingongoing
MontenegroMontenegro negotiationsnegotiations resumedresumed followingfollowing
independenceindependence
SerbiaSerbia negotiationsnegotiations to to resumeresume



SAAsSAAs/SAP and environment/SAP and environment

Croatian SAA SubCroatian SAA Sub--Committee on Environment in Committee on Environment in 
placeplace
Macedonian SAA SubMacedonian SAA Sub--Committee on Environment Committee on Environment 
in placein place
Albania: Working Party on EnvironmentAlbania: Working Party on Environment
BosniaBosnia and and HerzegovinaHerzegovina: : ReformReform Progress Progress 
Monitoring on Monitoring on EnvironmentEnvironment
MontenegroMontenegro: EPD : EPD SectorSector Meeting on Meeting on EnvironmentEnvironment
SerbiaSerbia: EPD : EPD SectorSector Meeting on Meeting on EnvironmentEnvironment
Kosovo: STM Kosovo: STM SectorSector Meeting  on Meeting  on EnvironmentEnvironment



European European PartnershipsPartnerships

First First PartnershipsPartnerships adoptedadopted in 2004in 2004
RevisedRevised in 2005 to in 2005 to taketake accountaccount of of 
developmentsdevelopments in the countries/in the countries/entitiesentities
EnvironmentEnvironment prioritiespriorities: approximation to EU : approximation to EU 
legislationlegislation, plans and , plans and strategiesstrategies, , capacitycapacity
building, infrastructure building, infrastructure financingfinancing plansplans
Countries/Countries/entitiesentities have have drawndrawn up Action up Action 
Plans Plans detailingdetailing how how theythey plan to plan to achieveachieve the the 
prioritiespriorities of of theirtheir respective respective PartnershipsPartnerships



Monitoring and Monitoring and ReportingReporting

Progress reports on approximation to EU Progress reports on approximation to EU 
legislationlegislation, , normsnorms and standards:and standards:
-- issuedissued everyevery yearyear for the countries/for the countries/entitiesentities

participatingparticipating in the SAP in the SAP 
-- takestakes intointo accountaccount European European PartnershipPartnership

prioritiespriorities and SAA obligationsand SAA obligations
-- nextnext one due in one due in NovemberNovember 20062006



Financial AssistanceFinancial Assistance

CARDS (2000CARDS (2000--2006)2006)
-- CARDS national programmesCARDS national programmes
-- CroatiaCroatia: PHARE, ISPA: PHARE, ISPA
-- CARDS CARDS regionalregional programme: programme: RERePREReP
IPA (2007IPA (2007--2013)2013)
-- Council Council RegulationRegulation adoptedadopted on 17 July 2006on 17 July 2006
-- Financial envelope: almost 11.5 billion Financial envelope: almost 11.5 billion €€ (2004 (2004 
prices) prices) 
-- PrePre--Accession Instrument to assist candidate Accession Instrument to assist candidate 
and potential candidate countriesand potential candidate countries



Financial Assistance: IPAFinancial Assistance: IPA

Five components:Five components:
-- I: Transition Assistance and Institution I: Transition Assistance and Institution 
BuildingBuilding
-- II: CrossII: Cross--Border CoBorder Co--operationoperation
-- III: Regional DevelopmentIII: Regional Development
-- IV: Human Resources DevelopmentIV: Human Resources Development
-- V: Rural DevelopmentV: Rural Development



Financial assistance: IPAFinancial assistance: IPA

Potential candidate countriesPotential candidate countries
-- Access to Access to fundsfunds underunder components I and IIcomponents I and II
-- Components III, IV and VComponents III, IV and V--type measures eligible type measures eligible 
under component Iunder component I

Candidate countriesCandidate countries
-- Access to the five IPA components to help Access to the five IPA components to help 
countries to countries to 

a) adopt and implement the a) adopt and implement the acquisacquis
b) prepare for EU funds on accessionb) prepare for EU funds on accession



Other regional initiatives: Other regional initiatives: 
DABLAS DABLAS 

Water Water investmentinvestment projectsprojects consideredconsidered by the by the 
DABLAS DABLAS TaskTask Force to Force to bebe the main the main prioritypriority
fromfrom a a regionalregional point of point of viewview
ProjectsProjects divideddivided intointo four four projectproject pipeline pipeline 
stages:stages:

-- Stage 1: Stage 1: nearlynearly approvedapproved or or approvedapproved financingfinancing
((contributingcontributing to to improvementsimprovements in in wastewaste water)water)
-- Stage 2: Stage 2: negotiationsnegotiations ongoingongoing
-- Stage 3: Stage 3: feasibilityfeasibility stage (stage (eithereither completedcompleted, , ongoingongoing
or to or to startstart soonsoon))
-- Stage 4: Stage 4: prepre--feasibilityfeasibility stagestage



DABLAS developments in DABLAS developments in 
20062006

39 39 projectsprojects in the pipeline, of in the pipeline, of whichwhich 18 in SEE 18 in SEE 
countriescountries
14 14 projectsprojects have have securedsecured approvalapproval sincesince 2002, of 2002, of 
whichwhich 3 in 3 in CroatiaCroatia and 1 in and 1 in BosniaBosnia and and 
HerzegovinaHerzegovina
15 new 15 new projectsprojects werewere includedincluded in the DABLAS in the DABLAS 
projectproject pipeline in the pipeline in the TaskTask Force meeting of July Force meeting of July 
2006 (2 in 2006 (2 in BosniaBosnia and and HerzegovinaHerzegovina, 2 in , 2 in CroatiaCroatia, 2 , 2 
in in SerbiaSerbia and 1 in and 1 in SerbiaSerbia//BosniaBosnia and and HerzegovinaHerzegovina))



OtherOther regionalregional initiatives:  initiatives:  
Infrastructure Infrastructure SteeringSteering GroupGroup

RERePREReP, PEIP and DABLAS , PEIP and DABLAS processesprocesses
shouldshould assistassist IFIsIFIs in in decidingdeciding whetherwhether or not or not 
to support to support projectsprojects financiallyfinancially
Priority projects coming through these Priority projects coming through these 
mechanisms need to be placed in the mechanisms need to be placed in the 
context of the wider Public Investment context of the wider Public Investment 
Programs (Programs (PIPsPIPs) of each country) of each country



OtherOther regionalregional initiatives:  initiatives:  
EnergyEnergy CommunityCommunity TreatyTreaty

The The TreatyTreaty came came intointo force on 1 July 2006force on 1 July 2006
CreatedCreated the the largestlargest internalinternal energyenergy marketmarket
in the worldin the world
Free Free movementmovement of of electricityelectricity and and gasgas in in 
return for the assurance of minimum return for the assurance of minimum 
environmentalenvironmental and commercial standards.and commercial standards.
It It extendsextends EU EU environmentalenvironmental standards to standards to 
EU EU neighboursneighbours



ConclusionsConclusions

SeveralSeveral EU instruments assist SEE EU instruments assist SEE 
countries in their reform effortscountries in their reform efforts
Lessons learnt from other regional Lessons learnt from other regional 
processesprocesses cancan feedfeed intointo similarsimilar activitiesactivities in in 
SEE countriesSEE countries
IntegrationIntegration of of environmentalenvironmental standards standards intointo
otherother sectorssectors shouldshould bebe pursuedpursued
The EU The EU willwill continue continue financialfinancial support to support to 
SEE, SEE, throughthrough IPAIPA


